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the  independence   and   integrity   of  the   Ottoman
Empire was guaranteed : " We might be some day
placed in this position, that we should either have to
fight for Turkey, a war which the conscience of this
country would refuse, or to draw back from our pledged
word."    Lord Derby, in reply, advanced the rather
risky doctrine when thus baldly stated : " No Treaties
can be, or are intended to be eternal . . , nothing
has been more common in European diplomacy than
the recognition of the fact that Treaties do, by the
lapse of time and the force of events, become obsolete,"
A month later Rosebery developed his thesis still
further (May 14th).    Russia wras now at war with
Turkey;  Austria  might  become  embroiled  in the
contest.    What was to prevent her from summoning
us to fulfil our engagement of 1856, and to insist on
our   maintaining   the   integrity   of   Turkey ?   The
Russian army was marching into the  provinces of
the Ottoman Empire.    How could it be maintained
that the integrity and independence of that Empire
had not been interfered with ?    Lord Derby had said,
the other day, that treaties were not eternal.    Sup-
posing that to be true, let them be decently buried,
and consigned to the sepulchre of archives ; but let
them not sneak out of existence under the impression
that nobody was going to act upon them.    Lord
Derby could only rejoin that there was in fact little
risk of our being called on to fight under the terms of
the Tripartite Treaty, and that it was an awkward
moment   at  which  to   denounce  that  instrument.
Perhaps the main interest of this debate to-day rests
on the comparison with what happened thirty years
later,  when Rosebery was to urge on his fellow-
countrymen the danger of our being drawn into a
European war from engagements  contracted with
France.   No statesman of his generation liked as
little as he did to contemplate the necessity of a future
war.

Much had happened before Rosebery again inter-
vened in a debate on Foreign Policy in the House of